
 

Page 1 of 12 

 

Term 3 
Week 10 (B) 

Week 10 Starting 21 September 

Monday 
21/09/20 

Year 11 – Preliminary Examinations 
Year 10 – PASS1&2 Assessment Task – P3; 
Food Technology 3 Assessment Task – 
P2/P3; Geography 3 Assessment Task – P4 
Year 9 – Links to Learning – P1/P2; Science 
Assessment Task (9Sci5) – P6 
Year 7 – Science Assessment Task (7C, 7O, 
7R, 7Q, 7N) 

Tuesday 
22/09/20 

Year 12 – English Advanced workshop - 
3:00pm – 5:00pm 
Year 11 – Preliminary Examinations 
Year 10 – English Assessment Task – P2; 
PASS 1&2 Assessment Task – P4 
Year 9 – Information Software Technology 
Assessment Task – P6 
Year 7 - English Assessment Task; Science 
Assessment Task (7U/7E) – P6 

Wednesday 
23/09/20 

Year 11 – Preliminary Examinations 
Year 9 – Top Blokes – P1/P2 

Thursday 
24/09/20 

Year 11 – Preliminary Examinations 
Year 10 – PASS 1&2 Assessment Task – 
P2/P3 
Year 7 - Special Religious Education (7O, 7N, 
7U, 7C) 

Friday 
25/09/20 

Year 11 – Preliminary Examinations 
Year 10 – PASS 3 Assessment Task – P5 
Year 9 – Photography Digital Media 
Assessment Task – P5 
Last day of Term 3 for students 

Term 4 
Week 1 (A) 

Week 1 Starting 12 October 

Monday 
12/10/20 

All students return to School 

Tuesday 
13/10/20 

Year 12 – Principal’s BBQ – 8:00am – 
8:40am, Graduation rehearsal and final 
school assembly 
Year 9 – Links to Learning – P1/P2 

Wednesday 
14/10/20 

Year 12 – Graduation – 9:30am – 12pm 
Year 9 – Top Blokes – P1/P2 

Thursday 
15/10/20 

Year 10 – Science Assessment Task (10Sci6) 
– P1 

Friday 
16/10/20 

Year 10 – PASS Assessment Task – P5/P6; 
Science Assessment Task (10Sci4/10Sci5) – 
P1 

Term 4 
Week 2 (B) 

Week 2 Starting 19 October 

Monday 
19/10/20 

 

Tuesday 
20/10/20 

Year 12 – HSC Examinations commence 
Year 9 – Links to Learning – P1/P2 
Year 7 – Mathematics Assessment Task (7N, 
7R, 7Q) 

Wednesday 
21/10/20 

Year 12 – HSC Examinations 
Year 9 – Top Blokes – P1/P2 
P & C Meeting – 6:30pm via MS Teams 

Thursday 
22/10/20 

Year 12 – HSC Examinations 
Year 7 – Mathematics Assessment Task (7E, 
7U, 7C, 7O) 
Twilight Staff Professional Learning – 
2:30pm – 7:00pm 

Friday 
23/10/20 

Year 12 – HSC Examinations 
Year 9 – History Assessment Task – P5 

Term 4 
Week 3 (A) 

Week 3 Starting 26 October 

Monday 
26/10/20 

Year 12 – HSC Examinations 
Year 9 –History Elective Assessment Task–P2 
Year 8 – VALID Test (8U) – P5/P6 
Year 7 – Visual Arts Assessment Task 
(VA8/9/10) – P2 

Tuesday 
27/10/20 

Year 12 – HSC Examinations 
Year 10 – Photography Assessment Task – P3 
Year 9 – Links to Learning – P1/P2 
Year 8 – VALID Test (8C) – P1/P3; VALID Test 
(8E) – P3/P4 

Wednesday 
28/10/20 

Year 12 – HSC Examinations 
Year 9 – Top Blokes – P1/P2; Visual Arts 
Assessment Task (9VA1) – P2, (9VA2) – P3 

Thursday 
29/10/20 

Year 12 – HSC Examinations 
Year 7 – Visual Arts Assessment Task 
(VA1/2/3) – P5 

Friday 
30/10/20 

Year 12 – HSC Examinations 
Year 10 – IT Timber– Assessment Task  
Year 7 – English Assessment Task; Visual Arts 
Assessment Task (VA4/5/6/7) – P1 

Year 12 Purple Year 11 Olive Year 10 Blue Year 9 Red 
Year 8 Green Year 7 Orange 

 

Thoughts from the 

Principal 

I am really looking forward to the day when I can write 

to the Figtree HS community and note what a peaceful 

and predictable passage of time it has been, both inside 

the school gates and in the wider world. However, I will 

not be able to do that in this edition of the newsletter. 

 

It is a good thing though, given the hard work in Term 3 

by all our staff and students, I can see the school 

holidays in sight. 
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Year 11 

Our wonderful Year 11 students are currently sitting 

their Preliminary Course final examinations and I would 

like to wish each and every one of them the very best in 

these challenging tests.  I won’t wish them luck as 

students who study to prepare for an exam do not need 

it – but I hope the questions suit them and they feel they 

have the opportunity to show what they know and can 

do.  Exams also give them practice in answering unseen 

questions and writing first draft answers with a time 

limit, as required in the HSC. 

  

This week will see students in Year 11 progress to the 

end of their Preliminary studies.  Term 4 will then see 

them commence their HSC studies, bringing many new 

opportunities for success.  The day the 2020 HSC exams 

begin, 20 October, our Year 11 students will become our 

new HSC students of 2021. 

 

I encourage all Year 11 students to take the time to 

reflect on their schooling so far and be proud of what 

they have achieved.  I strongly urge all Year 11 students 

to heed the feedback they are given from their teachers 

following their final exams and utilise this counsel to 

move towards the best learning outcomes possible in 

preparation for their HSC in 2021. 

 

Year 12 

Undoubtedly, there has been significant impact on the 

current Year 12 cohort.  Not only has their entire final 

year of secondary studies been turned upside down, 

their learning, study and exams have been impacted 

and the more pleasurable milestones, such as their 

graduation and formal, have also needed reshaping.  

 

Notwithstanding the obvious challenges the COVID-19 

pandemic has initiated, I would like to remind our 

mighty Year 12 students of the need to remain focused 

on what is within their control.  The next few months 

are going to be critical to their success.  

 

With a dedicated focus on continued exam preparation 

both at school and at home, students can maintain 

control over their final HSC outcomes.  I would 

encourage students to connect with all of their teachers 

in the lead up to the holidays and gather as much 

commentary and information as possible on what each 

of them can do to improve. 

 

Our 2020 HSC students should be confident about their 

preparation. Reflecting on their feedback from the Trial 

HSC exams, they should be focused on the advice their 

marvellous teachers have provided them.  

 

Please note that the Year 12 Graduation will be held at 

Figtree Anglican Church on Wednesday 14 October at 

9.30am.  I am immensely looking forward to celebrating 

this fantastic occasion with the HSC class of 2020, and 

am especially motivated given the misfortunes they 

have overcome.  Please note that, given the prevailing 

COVID-19 guidelines, only the students themselves will 

be able to attend this ceremony. However, a video will 

be supplied to all families following the event. 

 

Accreditation 

Teacher accreditation is a celebration of the quality of 

teaching and represents a significant milestone for new 

teachers to the profession.  It enables beginning 

teachers to reflect on their initial teaching experiences 

and practices and learn and build the skills necessary to 

have a lasting impact on students and the wider school 

community they serve.  

 

Given the undeniable influence a teacher can have on a 

young person, it is a shame that teaching is not currently 

viewed in Australia as being one of the more prestigious 

vocations.   

 

I would strongly argue that an enthusiastic teacher, 

someone who is passionate about helping students, has 

the power to cultivate a curiosity and fascination for 

learning in young people.  Such a teacher has the 

capacity to make a significant difference in the lives of 

so many young people and is integral in preparing our 

youth for a positive future and fulfilling adult life. 

 

These are some of the many qualities I see over and 

over again in the tremendous teachers at Figtree High 

School. 

 

It is with great pride that I announce the following 

Figtree High School staff as achieving their accreditation 

at the Proficient Teacher level - Ms Casey Tasker, Mr 

James Olsen, Mr Ewen Porteous, Ms Lucy Pulham and 

Mr Dan Healy.  
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To these wonderful young teachers I offer my sincere 

congratulations and take enormous comfort in knowing 

that the future of the profession is in the safe hands of 

such positive, caring and inspirational people. 

 

 

 

2021 Senior Student Leadership Team 

Following an extensive selection process, the 2021 

Senior Student Leadership Team has been decided and 

announced.  

 

This exercise involved self-nomination, interview by a 

panel comprised of Ms Tasker, Ms Cook and myself and 

the delivery of a speech to their Year 11 cohort as well 

as to the entire Figtree HS staff.  The entire Year 11 

cohort together with all teachers, were then provided 

with an opportunity for preferential voting.  

 

I was so extremely impressed with the calibre and 

quality of the written applications, interviews and 

speeches.  The depth of leadership potential at our 

school never ceases to amaze me.  There is a saying that 

attitude reflects leadership and in this case it is 

definitely true.  

 

I would like to pay my compliments to Ms Tasker, our 

Student Leadership Coordinator, for her exceptional 

management of our student leaders and the smooth 

running of this whole of school process.  

 

Congratulations to the following Year 11 students who 

will make up our Senior Student Leadership Team for 

2021: 

Captains 

Tessa Baldock 

Logan Mathie 

 

Vice Captains 

Bailey Craft 

Zali Moore 

 

Senior Prefects 

Ned Glasgow 

Kobie Kokkin 

Daniel Petrevski 

 

 
 

R U OK? Day 

Thursday 10 September 2020 was R U OK? day.  It is set 

aside as a national day of action where we are reminded 

as Australians that it is important to ask people, “Are 

you okay?”, especially if they seem to be not quite 

themselves or appear obviously to be struggling with 

life’s ups and downs. 

 

No one could deny that 2020 has been a challenging 

year for everyone.  The prevailing circumstances have 

made it even more important for us all to stay 

connected and, for those who are able, be willing to 

support those around us. 
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On Thursday 10 September, a group of Year 11 students 

started the conversation about R U OK?  This team of 

caring students presented a lesson to the rest of the 

school sharing some ideas of what to say when 

someone replies they are not OK, guiding our students 

through how to continue a conversation that could 

ultimately change a life.  The key message being that 

you don't need to be an expert to reach out - just a good 

friend and a great listener. This is a vital idea that needs 

to be pursued throughout every day in our lives as 

human beings.  

 

 

The essential communication given to our students was 

to use the four steps outlined below and to remember 

to make every effort to have a conversation that could 

change a life: 

1. Ask R U OK? 

2. Listen 

3. Encourage action 

4. Check in 

 
If you, or anyone you know, needs a bit of extra help 

then the professional services listed below may be of 

assistance: 

Lifeline 13 11 14 

Suicide Call Back Service 1300 659 467 

Kids Helpline 1800 551 800 

Beyond Blue 1300 224 636 

Headspace 1800 650 890 

QLife 1800 184 527 

Mensline 1300 789 978 

 

Special thanks to Ms Markham, our relieving Head 

Teacher Wellbeing, and our exceptional Year 11 

students for their organisation and delivery of these 

invaluable life lessons. 

 
 

 
 

Thank you all for your support in Term 3.  

 

Enjoy the end of Term 3 break from school and let us all 

look forward to a positive and successful Term 4, in this 

most unusual of years. 

 

Daniel Ovens 

Principal 

 

Expectation of the Week 

WEEK 10: BE RESPECTFUL – Sport 
 Show sportsmanship 

WEEK 1: BE RESPECTFUL – All settings 
 Wear correct uniform 

WEEK 2: BE A LEARNER- Technology 
 Phones off and in bag 

WEEK 3: BE RESPECTFUL – Playing 
Fields/Playground 

 Respecting others playing space 
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Deputy Principal’s 

Report 

Assessment Tasks 

This term has been filled with a number of assessment 

tasks for students across all year groups. To assist 

students to manage their time effectively and ensure 

that assessment tasks are completed to the best of their 

ability and on time, it is really important for students to 

be using an organisational tool – such as a student diary, 

term planner or digital calendar with alerts. 

 

Using a one page term planner can be a useful visual 

tool for students to track all of their assessment tasks, 

homework tasks as well as other family commitments 

so that they can see an overview of the term ahead. An 

example for Term 4 has been included in this 

newsletter. 

 

N Warning Letters – Year 10 and Year 11 

A reminder that students in Year 10 and Year 11 who 

have been issued with one or more N warning letters 

need to complete any tasks listed on the N warning 

letter that are still outstanding. Any student who has 

been issued with 2 or more N warning letters in a 

course, and has not completed and submitted the 

required tasks, is at risk of an N Determination.  The 

Principal will make decisions about N Determinations in 

Term 4 Week 1 for Year 11 students and Term 4 Week 4 

for Year 10 students.  If a student is not aware of the 

tasks that need to be completed on their N warning 

letter, they must speak with their class teacher as a 

matter of urgency.   

 

Year 12  

Congratulations to our awesome Year 12 students on 

nearing the end of their secondary school life. It has 

been a ‘different’ final year but still full of great 

memories. Reports are being issued today, Tuesday 22 

September. This is to allow students time to act upon 

the feedback that teachers have provided as well as 

enable students to use their reports for University early 

admission interviews or for job applications.  

Figtree High School teachers are celebrating with Year 

12 students with a breakfast in the front gardens on 

Tuesday 13 October. Students will then have a 

Graduation Assembly rehearsal afterwards. The 

Graduation Assembly will be on the morning of 

Wednesday 14 October for students only. The assembly 

will be filmed and available later for viewing by 

students, parents/carers and their families. The Year 12 

formal is being held at Kembla Grange Racecourse on 18 

November starting at 6:30pm. This event is only for 

students and supervising teachers.  

Due to the COVID-19 guidelines the HSC written 

examinations will be conducted a little differently. 

Students will need to arrive 30-40 minutes before an 

examination to allow for students to complete a 

checklist about their health.  It is also advisable for 

students who have a medical condition (asthma, 

allergies etc), that may cause them to experience cold 

or flu like symptoms, to obtain medical documentation 

to verify this condition. If students are ill (NOT with 

COVID-19 symptoms) during an examination they need 

to ring the school and then they will need to complete 

an illness and misadventure form including a section 

that a medical practitioner will need to sign. This is then 

returned to the school so it can be submitted to NESA.  

NESA is the authority to grant illness and misadventure 

claims for the HSC. If students are ill with COVID-19 

symptoms they will still need to complete an illness and 

misadventure form but the procedures are a little 

different. This process will be emailed out to student’s 

education email addresses as it becomes available. 

Students are not to attend examinations if they have 

cold or flu like symptoms rather, they should be COVID 

tested, making sure that they tell the testing facility that 

they are an HSC student, so the test result can be fast 

tracked. It is very important that students are checking 

their education email each day as updates will be 

regularly emailed out.  Current information provided by 

NESA can be found on the NESA website. 

 

 

Jemma Lawson – Years 7 and 10 

Trish Morgan – Years 8 and 12 

Ellie Donovan – Years 9 and 11 

Deputy Principals  

 

 

https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/covid-19/coronavirus-advice/hsc/covid-19-safe-hsc-exams
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HSIE Faculty Report 

 

7 HSIE 
 

The change from Geography to History happened at the 

beginning of Term 3.  We did enjoy studying Geography 

but we looked forward to the change.  Initially, we 

learnt about the dawn of humanity and the different 

theories about how civilisations evolved.  

 

After the short introduction overview to high school 

history, we moved on to the ‘Investigating the Ancient 

Past’ topic.  We started off the topic by learning about 

the different processes that historians and 

archaeologists use, timelines and excavation 

techniques.  It was interesting to discover the difference 

between what a historian does compared to an 

archaeologist.  

 

We moved on to studying Ancient Egypt, Howard Carter 

and Tutankhamen as a case study of the work 

archaeologists do.  This was very interesting as we 

learnt about the Ancient Egypt lifestyle and the possible 

theories to how he died.  To demonstrate our 

knowledge of excavation we performed a cookie 

excavation, where our goal was to remove the choc 

chips from a cookie.  We attempted not to break the 

choc chips, as an archaeologist would be careful with an 

artefact or fossil, but weren’t always successful.  We 

really enjoyed this hands-on experience, particularly 

eating our cookie after the excavation process.  

 

We then moved on to investigating the Narrabeen Man, 

where we demonstrated our knowledge in the process 

a historian takes when examining a history mystery like 

this.  This was a fascinating insight to Aboriginal 

Australia and how there are ancient remains in 

Australia, not only in other parts of the world.  We read 

multiple sources and formed three different theories as 

a class regarding how he died.  These were:  he died 

naturally, he died from a punishment or he was 

murdered.  The least believed theory by our class was 

that he died naturally.  We found that he had a bump 

on the back of his skull and five daggers in his spine.  

Many of his bones were also missing at the site.  This 

knowledge created many different ideas and we 

discussed these like historians would.  We personally 

believe he was murdered as the Aboriginal people were 

respectful to those who died and buried the dead.  The 

fact that some of his bones were missing suggests he 

was not respected when buried.  

 

We are now moving to studying Ancient China and have 

studied the way the Ancient Chinese lived and how 

society functioned.  This has been an interesting parallel 

to Ancient Egypt, as we can now see the difference and 

similarities they share.  We are excited to learn more 

about the differences and similarities, and are intrigued 

by the subject of Ancient China.  

 

By Max Powles and Niamh Beatty 7N 
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Deborah Steel 

Head Teacher HSIE 

 

 

CANTEEN NEWS 
 

The school canteen will be open next term.  The canteen 

will be taking orders only for Lunch 1 and Lunch 2.  The 

canteen will be open for snacks and drinks Lunch 1 and 

Lunch 2 except Wednesday where we will be open 

Lunch 1 only. 

 

The canteen will finish trading on Thursday 24 

September this term.  Every Friday we have Butter 

Chicken available for $5.00. 
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