
 

Page 1 of 17 

 

T3 Week 7 Week Starting 28 August 
Monday 
28/8/17 

Year 12 - HSC IT Timber Practical marking 
Year 10 - PASS Excursion - Flip Out 
Year 9 - PASS Excursion - Flip Out 
Young Women’s Forum 
Aboriginal Education Excursion 

Tuesday 
29/8/17 

Year 12 - Visual Arts Major Work Exhibition 
Year 11 - Ancient History Task 
Year 10 - Illawarra Trades Roadshow 
Year 9 - Illawarra Trades Roadshow 
Year 9 - Links to Learning 

Wednesday 
30/8/17 

Year 8 - Excursion - Girls Touch Football 
Year 7 - Excursion - Girls Touch Football 

Thursday 
31/8/17 

Year 9 - Excursion- Volunteering Legacy 
Stage 4 Maths Enrichment Program 
Athletics NSW Schools Knockout 

Friday 
1/9/17 

Year 12 - Construction  concrete pour 
HSC Drama Practical marking 

T3 Week 8 Week Starting 4 September 
Monday 
4/9/17 

Year 12 - Ancient History Revision Day 
Year 9 – Naplan Online School Readiness 
Test 
Year 7 – Naplan Online School Readiness 
Test 

Tuesday 
5/9/17 

Year 11 - Legal Studies Assessment Task 
Year 10 - Excursion - Geography - Warilla 
Year 10 Excursion - Jewish Museum - Sydney 
Year 9 - History Assessment Task 
Year 9 - Links to Learning 
Year 9 – Naplan Online School Readiness 
Test 
Year 7 – Naplan Online School Readiness 
Test 
Young Women’s Forum 

Wednesday 
6/9/17 

Year 12 - UOW Economics Lecture Day 
Year 10 - Elective History  Assessment Task 
Year 9 – Naplan Online School Readiness 
Test 
Year 7 – Naplan Online School Readiness 
Test 
CHS Athletics 

Thursday 
7/9/17 

Year 9 - Commerce Incursion, Guest speaker 
Year 9 – Naplan Online School Readiness 
Test 
Year 8 – Wellbeing Presentation 
Year 7 – Naplan Online School Readiness 
Test 
Year 7 – Wellbeing Presentation 
CHS Athletics 

Friday 
8/9/17 

Year 10 - German Listening & Reading Task 
Year 10 - AIME Excursion 
Year 9 - AIME Excursion 
Year 9 – IST Coding Workshop 
Year 9 – Naplan Online School Readiness 
Test 
Year 7 – Naplan Online School Readiness 
Test 
CHS Athletics 

T3 Week 9 Week Starting 11 September 
Monday 
11/9/17 

Year 11 - Preliminary Examinations 
Year 10 - Science Practical Assessment Task 
Year 9 - German Task 
Year 7 - Languages Speaking Assessment 
Young Women’s Forum 

Tuesday 
12/9/17 

Year 11 - Preliminary Examinations 
Year 10 - RYDA Excursion 
Year 9 - Links to Learning 

Wednesday 
13/9/17 

Year 11 - Preliminary Examinations 
 

Thursday 
14/9/17 

Year 12 - HSC Music Practical Exam 
Year 11 - Preliminary Examinations 
Year 10 - PASS Excursion - Flip Out 
Year 9 - PASS Excursion Flip - Out 
Stage 4 Maths Enrichment Program 

Friday 
15/9/17 

Year 11 - Preliminary Examinations 
Year 10 - Geography Assessment 

T3 Week 10 Week Starting 18 September 
Monday 
18/9/17 

Year 11 - Preliminary Examinations 
Year 9 – Science Task 

Tuesday  
19/9/17 

Year 11 - Preliminary Examinations 
Year 10 - History Rights & Freedom test 
Year 9 - Links to Learning 
Young Women’s Forum 

Wednesday 
20/9/17 

Year 12 - Picnic 
Year 10 - History Rights & Freedom test 

Thursday 
21/9/17 

Year 12 - Breakfast BBQ 
Year 12 - Final School Assembly 
Year 12 - Graduation Evening 6:30pm 

Friday 
22/9/17 

Year 11 - First Aid Course 

Year 12 Purple Year 11 Olive Year 10 Blue Year 9 Red 
Year 8 Green Year 7 Orange 

Thoughts 
from the 
Principal 

Welcome to our Week 7 Newsletter. 
 
Whilst we celebrate the success of our students in each 
of our newsletters, today I would like to acknowledge 
the tragic loss of our Year 9 students, Capreece Wax, 
who passed away 19 August 2017. 
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Capreece was farewelled in a celebration of her life last 
Tuesday where a very large group of family and friends 
shared in memories of a happy girl who really embraced 
life. 
 
Though an incredibly sad time for our school 
community, I have been humbled and proud of the way 
our students, staff and wider community members have 
supported one another in their grief. As a community, 
our thoughts are and will continue to be with the Wax 
family. 
 
Please be assured our Counsellors, Year Advisers and 
Deputy Principals will be available to your children 
throughout the year. 
 
Warm regards 
 
Karen Burke 
Principal 

 
 

PBL Core Values 
 

WEEK 7: Safety 
Play approved games only in the 
playground  

WEEK 8: Learning 
Move quickly back to the classroom at 
the end of the break 

WEEK 9: Respect 
Be at the Canteen only to buy for 
yourself 

WEEK 10: Respect 
Put rubbish in the bins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Deputy Principal’s 
Report 

Year 7 and 9 NAPLAN 

NAPLAN results have been distributed to all students in 
Year 7 and 9. Parents have also been notified of 
additional online NAPLAN testing that will occur later 
this term. Year 9 students from this year onwards will 
need to achieve a minimum of Band 8 in reading, writing 
and numeracy in order to be eligible for the awarding of 
their HSC in 2020. Information regarding these 
additional testing, the timing and the make up of these 
tests will be available next year. Students will be able to 
undertake an additional literacy and numeracy test over 
the next three years to demonstrate that they have 
achieved these minimum literacy and numeracy 
standards.  

Year 11 End of Course Examinations 

Students are currently completing the final part of their 
preliminary course work and are about to undertake 
their final assessment period for their courses. The end 
of year examinations will be held in the Auditorium 
during week 9 and 10 of this term. It is an important part 
of preparation that students undertake a study regime, 
prepare summaries of course work and attempt 
revision questions to consolidate their knowledge in the 
lead up to the examinations. Parents can support their 
children through this time by ensuring where possible 
there are adequate provisions for a separate, quiet 
environment, conducive to study that is free from 
distractions like television. 

 A timely message – Password protection and safety 
on line 

Social media and the internet are wonderful tools that 
keep us connected. Students today have a wide circle of 
connections and access to information like never 
before. With this freedom comes the need to ensure 
that online identities and data are protected. Students 
should never share passwords. If they do they can be 
held responsible for social media posts and actions that 
originate from their accounts. Similarly, students who 
access and use other peoples passwords are operating 
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in the area of identity theft. 

The Office of the eSafety Commissioner has recently 
received several online complaints about compromised 
student Snapchat accounts. The issues came about after 
the release of a new Snapchat feature - 'Memories' - 
where users can keep content in a secure archive on 
their phone. This includes a section called "My Eyes 
Only", a PIN protected area where snaps can be stored. 

The Office of the eSafety Commissioner and NSW 
Department of Education strongly warn against 
students sharing their Snapchat account passwords 
with anyone (even friends) as this may grant them 
access to all content, which may then be shared without 
permission. 

Please ensure your child is safe on line, monitor their 
online activities and talk with your child about setting 
strong passwords/PINs for all accounts. They 
should  never give out confidential information and 
passwords, even to friends. 

Glyn Trethewy 
Relieving Deputy Principal, Year 7, 9 and 11 
 

 Wellbeing Report 
Year 7 
Well we are now well on the way to seeing Year 7 
complete their first year of Secondary School at Figtree 
High School. The transition from Year 6 to Year 7 has 
been a very smooth one and we are seeing that most 
students are enjoying the learning experience at high 
school and are looking forward to the challenges ahead. 
  
Leading up to the end of the term and at the start of 
term 4, the students will start to get an array of 
assessment tasks for various subjects which will be 
assessing their knowledge and understanding ready for 
the reporting period at the end of term 4. We ask that 
all parents keep themselves aware of these tasks and 
that they acknowledge the extra work the students will 
be putting in during these periods. If there are any 
issues at all, please get the students to check in with 
their classroom teachers or year advisors for any extra 
help or guidance they may need during this period. We 
all understand that this process is still quite new for 
everyone involved and we will all do our best to make 

sure all students are supported in this process. 
 
We'd also like to remind all students to be diligent with 
their RSL's and merits as we have a special excursion at 
the end of the year for all students that have attained 
their Bronze certificate and above. If all parents and 
carers could remind their child, then that would be very 
helpful. 
 
Well on behalf of Mr Herbert and Mrs Basham we hope 
that you are all enjoying your first year at Figtree High 
School.  Please remember to touch base with us if there 
are any issues no matter how small and we look forward 
to witnessing your great achievements in second 
semester. 
 

Year 8 
This term Year 8 have been busy finding out about the 
many different elective subjects available for them to 
study in Stage 5 next year. They have attended an 
information evening and spoken to many teachers and 
faculties about the possible opportunities offered to 
them. This has enabled all Year 8 students to make wise 
and informed choices as they will be studying three 
elective subjects for the next two years. They have 
completed the online submission process and will find 
out their final choices in the near future.  
 

Year 9 
On the 26 July 2017, 6 brave teachers and 58 energetic, 
Year 9 students met at midnight to begin their three day 
snow adventure. 
  
Day one was full of excitement with our very first ski 
boarding experience at Perisher. The conditions tested 
our resilience but the excitement was still electric.  Day 
two we were rewarded with amazing sun shining and 
testing new ground at Mt Bluecow, some students 
showing natural talent.  On day three, a short day on the 
ski fields then the trip home.  Overall a wonderful 
experience and opportunity for the students to try 
something new and to build new bonds.  A special thank 
you to the teachers Ms Harris, Ms Munro, Ms Harvey, 
Mr Hudson and the Karaoke king Mr Smith. 
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Year 10 
Year 10 have been busy considering their subject 
selections for Year 11. The information evening in Week 
3 encouraged students to consider their passions and 
career options, with many teachers on hand to answer 
any queries that they had. It was pleasing to see so 
many students eager to make educated choices that 
would benefit their future.  

In Week 9, Year 10 will participate in the RYDA excursion 
at Kembla Grange Racecourse. RYDA is designed for 15-
18 year olds as they begin to drive or ride in cars driven 
by their peers.  The program focuses on attitude and 
awareness with the aim of equipping young adults to 
stay safe on our roads.  This program is not just for 
drivers, but young people as passengers too. Permission 
notes and payment for this excursion are due on 4 
September 2017.  This is an extremely valuable 
opportunity to learn about safe driving and being a 
responsible passenger. 

Year 11 
Around 100 Year 11 students purchased a school jacket 
designed specifically for their year which fortunately 
arrived in time for the cold weather. Staff and members 
of the community are constantly commenting on how 
smart the students look and what great representatives 
they are for Figtree High School. The jacket is also a 
worthwhile memento for students to keep in the years 
to come as each student’s name is printed on the inside 
of the jacket. 
 
As Year 11 students are aware, the Preliminary Yearly 
examinations will be held in Weeks 9 and 10. This means 
it is now only two weeks before the examinations 
commence.  
 
Each student has recently completed lessons on 
effective study techniques and now is the time to put 
these skills into practice. Students should already have 
begun using their study time wisely, constructing study 
notes and revising the relevant topics in their courses. 
They are encouraged to seek the help of their teachers.  
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Students and parents/carers are advised to review the 
policies and guidelines in the Preliminary Course 
Assessment booklet which was issued to students at the 
beginning of the year. Please let the Year Advisers know 
if a significant issue arises which may affect examination 
performance and they will endeavour to support the 
student in the best way possible. 
 
Year 12 
Year 12’s last term is action packed with a number of 
important events. The trial HSC exams were in weeks 
three and four, students were given the opportunity to 
sit their exams under similar conditions to the HSC, with 
non-school personnel supervising. Giving them an 
authentic experience of having strict guidelines to 
follow in regards to equipment and conduct and having 
strangers supervise them. This will go a long way to 
putting them at ease in October when the HSC exams 
commence on Monday 16 October. 
  
The fortnight of exams saw a lot of stress in the air, 
students managed to soldier on showing immense 
resilience and competent coping skills – we believe the 
Wellbeing/Study Day, held last term, played a 
significant role in encouraging such positive and 
productive behaviour in our year 12 students. 
  
After exams, students were back into the full swing of 
things with normal school lessons on the agenda. With 
the finish line in sight, students still need to continue a 
diligent and sustained effort toward completing their 
subject courses, final assessment tasks and submitting 
Major Works and Body of Works. Due in August are: 
English Extension 2 Major Work, Industrial Technology 
Timber Major Work, Visual Arts Body of Work and 
Drama Projects. With Music and Drama performance 
dates to be advised when NESA releases dates. 
  
The excitement of the last week of school is fast 
approaching. Monday and Tuesday of week 10, 
students are expected to attend normal timetabled 
lessons until the end of each day. Wednesday 20 
September, we have our traditional ‘Picnic Day’ (with 
activities to be announced), a day of challenging fun is 
promised for Year 12’s last hurrah together. The 
morning of Thursday 21 September is the Principal’s 
Breakfast, Mrs Burke, Mrs Clifford, Ms Hunt and Ms 
Harlor will be cooking up a storm for Year 12 to enjoy 
with their support crew – their teachers. Breakfast 
should provide sustenance enough to get them through 
the day with its packed itinerary, including a rigorous 
practice session in the Auditorium to prepare for the 
Year 12 Graduation Night. A night of celebrating our 
students’ hard work, citizenship and academic 
achievement. Their last school assembly will follow, 

where students from Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 farewell 
Year 12 as they are called up to the podium. 
 
Congratulations to the following students who have 
reached Gold, Silver or Bronze level in the school’s merit 
system this year. Most of these students have already 
been presented their certificates at Year meetings. 
Students who have qualified to be on the merit system 
since the end of last term will receive their certificates 
at their next Year meeting. 
 
Gold  
Meghan Fox (this is Meghan’s second Gold certificate!), 
Payton Williams (Year 11), Aurelia Noronha (Year 10) 
 
Silver 
Amanda Valceski (Year 12), Madison Gruevska, Hayley 
Maynard Khourey (Year 11), Marija Knezevic (Year 10), 
Thomas Brinton, (Year 9), Kobie Kokkin, Darby Ball, 
Michelle Graham, Nina Graovac, Zali Moore, Kirstie 
Tye, Chloe Jovanoski, Alicia Sturman, Jake Broadhead, 
Grace Siminski, Tayla Cunningham, Tessa Baldock, 
Halie Josephson (Year 8) 
 
Bronze 
Xoese Attipoe (Year 12), Tori Saros, Rory Whinn (Year 
10), Kamien Hockey, Ethan Anderson, Caleb 
Rajaratnam (Year 9), Jaylen Lakicevic, Ange Amani, 
Connor Bique, Chloe Hancock, Lachlan McAnally, 
Aleesha Battle, Sam Taafe (Year 8), Hayley Asquith, 
Zane Howarth, Mikaela Kokkin, Benjamin Melrose, 
Caitlin Rodrigues, Fares Abdelaziz, Scarlett Jones, 
Lawson Munn, Dina Salem, Anastasia Sekuloska, Ethan 
Carruthers, Ella Giles, Annika Leeuwerik, Mackenzie 
Thew, Erin Wilkinson (Year 7) 
 
To be considered eligible for Bronze, Silver or Gold level 
on the school’s merit system a student must be able to 
present the required number of merits (Bronze 15), 
(Silver 45), (Gold 150). Merit students embrace the 
school’s values of Respect, Safety and Learning.  They 
are cooperative and courteous and prepared to work to 
the best of their ability at all times. Students can obtain 
an application form from their Year Adviser. 
 
A Bronze or Silver certificate allows students to 
participate in merit reward excursions and can be a 
valuable addition to a student’s résumé. The merit 
excursion for Term 4 will be to Jamberoo Action Park. 
More information will be given about this excursion in 
Term 4. 
  



 

Page 6 of 17 

 

Young Women’s Forum 
The Young Women’s Forum Program offers young 
women in Year 10, from diverse cultural backgrounds, a 
safe, supportive and creative environment in which to 
share themes and topics that are important to them, 
access information relevant to their needs, and develop 
their self-esteem and confidence. The program is 
offered and conducted by youth and community 
workers from Wollongong Women’s Information 
Service during school terms 2 and 3. 
 

Last week, 1 August 2017, the Year 10 girls who have 
participated in this year’s Young Women’s Forum, 
attended Girl Talk Forum Day at Gwynneville Senior 
Citizens Centre. The day provided the Year 10 girls with 
the opportunity to meet up with young women involved 
from other schools; share experiences and topics 
relevant to them as young women in a creative and fun 
way; access and exchange relevant information; and 
develop their skills and confidence further. 
 
Our students had a great day displaying their skills and 
experiences, and mingling with other girls from our local 
high schools. They behaved in an exemplary manner, 
the feedback from other schools and the organisers of 
the day was extremely positive, and our girls’ 
performances were highly commended.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you got uniforms that you 
no longer need? 

We are always in need of 
uniforms. 

Any students who have spare 
uniform items in good condition 
can deliver them to the office for 

the uniform pool. 
 
From the Wellbeing team 
 

Regional Athletics 

The Regional Athletics Carnival was held at Canberra on 
the 4 August. We had a strong contingent of students 
attend. The weather on the day made it difficult to 
compete, as it was very cold. Thank you to Mrs Glasgow 
who was the team manager on the day. Congratulations 
to the following students who will now compete at the 
NSW CHS State Championships in September. 
 
Teagan Williams- 1st in 100m and 2nd in 200m 

Alyssa Parks – 1st in Long Jump and 1st in 400m 

Tahlia Bourke – 1st in High Jump 

Kina Suli – 1st in Shot Put 

Tate Harland – 2nd in High Jump and 2nd in Discus 

Benjamin Plumb – 3rd in 100m and 2nd in 200m 
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Cameron Lodge- 2nd in 400m and 1st in 800m 

Blake Barklay- 1st in 110m hurdle 

Kayden Hill – 2nd in 3000m 

Relay Teams 

14 year girls relay – Teagan Wiliams Alyssa Parks, Molly 
Westwood and Sariah Wilson 

17 year girls relay – Payton Willimas, Kassidy White, 
Camelia Ali and Demi Westwood 

16 year boys relay – Blake Barklay, Dexter Dembele, 
Cameron Lodge and Alex Masciovecchio. 
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NSW CHS Gymnastics 

Jarrod Buick recently attended the NSW CHS 
Gymnastics Championships at Homebush as part of the 
South Coast Team. Jarrod excelled at this event placing 
1st in all 6 events. He came 1st in Pommel, High Bars, 
Parallel Bars, Rings, Floor and Vault.  

This meant that Jarrod came 1st overall and secured 
himself another GOLD medal. This was an outstanding 
achievement to receive 7 GOLD medals at a CHS 
Championship event. Well done Jarrod.  
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Open Boys Soccer 

The Figtree High School Boys Football Team play 
Moruya High School for the South Coast Football 
Championship on Wednesday 23 August.  

The team made the quarterfinal stage of the main draw 
before being defeated by Menai High School.  

The Year 12 students who have played in the team for 
years are listed below. All players have been great 
servants to football at Figtree High School and as a 
representative at South Coast level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Connor O’Neill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lachlan Pattman (in distance, receiving pass) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew Tschentscher 

 

 

Travis Anderson 

Tyren Maclou 

Emmanuel Hondroudakis 

 

Thank you to Year 10 Photography Digital Media 
students for the photographs. 
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Figtree High School is raising funds. 
Here's how you can help... 

 
We have almost reached our fundraising goal and 
only have a couple of Entertainment Books left to 
sell! Buy your Entertainment Membership from us 
now. You'll receive hundreds of valuable offers for 
everything you love to do, and help our 
fundraising at the same time! 

 

   
  

 

BUY FROM US NOW. 
 

  

   
“There is something for everyone, casual, fine dining, adventure and family. I 
purchase the book every year and have bought the book as gifts for family members 
as well. Couldn't live without it” – Susan 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 

Figtree High School 
Lisa Westwood 

0411343398 
lbudden8@bigpond.com 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/2a81409
mailto:lbudden8@bigpond.com
http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Tell-me-More/NSW-South-Coast
http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Tell-me-More/NSW-South-Coast
http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Entertainment-Digital-Membership
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