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T1  
Week 11 A 

FRIDAY 8
TH

 APRIL, 2016 

08.04.16 - Year 12 Half Yearly Exams 

- Yr 8 German Inclass task 

11.04.16 - School holidays 

T2 
Week 1 B 

MONDAY 25
TH

 APRIL, 2016 

25.04.16 - ANZAC day 

26.04.16 - Staff Development Day 

27.04.16 -  All students return 

- Yr 8 French Language Inclass task 

28.04.16 - Yr 8/9 Chinese Cultures Lunch Incursion  

- Y8 French Language Inclass tasks  

29.04.16 - Y8 French Language Inclass tasks 

- Y9 Autism Class excursion - Wollongong TAFE  

T2 
Week 2 A 

MONDAY  2
nd 

MAY, 2016 

02.05.16 - Yr 11 Camp – Camp Yarramundi 

- Y7 Science Practical task  

- Y8 Science Practical task  

- Y9 Science Practical task  

- Y8 French Language Inclass tasks  

03.05.16 - Yr 11 camp – Camp Yarramundi 

- Yr 10 Volunteering - Seniors Technology  

- Y8 French Language Inclass tasks 

- Y7 Science Practical task  

- Y9 Science Practical task  

- Y8 Science Practical task  

- Y9/10 Links to Learning  

- Year 9 & 10 PASS & 11 SLR Excursion   
Recreational Activities 

04.05.16 -  Yr 11 camp – Camp Yarramundi 

- Y7B /9 English 4 - NAPLAN Equating Study  

- Y8 French Language Inclass tasks  

- Y7 Science Practical task  

- Y8 Science Practical task  

- Y9 Science Practical task  

05.04.16 - Y10 SDD inclass task  

- Y11 Geography Inclass task  

- Y8 French Language Inclass tasks  

- Y7 Science Practical task  

- Y8 Science Practical task  

- Y9 Science Practical task  

06.05.16 -  Yr 11/12 Hospitality excursion 

- Y11 Ancient History submission task  

- Year 10 Geography Assessment  

- Excursion AIME Senior Program - UOW 

- Excursion Greater Southern Rugby League Trials  

- Y8 French Language Inclass tasks  

- Y7 Science Practical task  

- Y8 Science Practical task  

- Y9 Science Practical task  

Principal’s Report 
It is hard to believe how quickly 11 weeks has gone. It 

has been a highly productive term with students and 

staff giving their all across the school. 

We have had success in learning, sport and the arts. 

Year 7 has settled in well and Year 12 are focused on 

their HSC, finishing the term with their mid-course 

examinations. A high percentage of our school 

competed in the annual Cross Country event 

yesterday, the results of which will be highlighted in a 

bulletin next term. I have been most impressed with 

the attitude and participation of students throughout 

the term – they have made my role as principal very 

rewarding. 

We welcome new Year Advisers to the Wellbeing team 

through an application and interview process. Ms 

Natalie Green is the co-adviser of Year 9, Mr Adrian 

Herbert is the Year 7 Adviser for 2017 and Mr Austin 

Brooks will be looking after Year 7 in 2018. These 

vibrant professionals take their role of ensuring 

student wellbeing seriously, as do all of our Year 

Advisers, and I know their energy and enthusiasm will 

be appreciated by the students and their parents. 

I would like to inform you of some exciting new 

changes to the appearance of our administration area 

and front entry. Over the next 6-9 months, the front 

area of the school will be undergoing quite a 

transformation through the Secondary Schools 

Renewal Program. As a result, our office will be re-

locating from the start of Term 2 and will operate in a 

converted area at the back of the library throughout 

the renovation period. Phone numbers will remain 

unchanged and as always, our professional and 

friendly office staff will provide excellence in customer 

service. We thank you in advance for your patience 

during this time and we know you will enjoy the new 

refurbishments as much as we will. May I take this 

opportunity to remind all parents/visitors to report to 
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the office before moving to other parts of the school. 

This ensures we are in line with WHS expectations. 

I will have news to share about staffing changes early 

next term, as positions in English, Mathematics and 

PDHPE will be filled through merit selection. I would 

like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Snezana 

Cullen who has accepted a position in Mathematics at 

Wollongong High School of the Performing Arts for the 

remainder of 2016. Mrs Cullen is an outstanding 

classroom teacher and the students will miss her 

commitment to their learning and caring nature.  

In more staffing news, Ms Johanna Clifford has been 

successful in gaining the position of Acting Deputy 

Principal for the remainder of the year and is a 

valuable addition to the Senior Executive Leadership 

Team. I would like to congratulate Mrs Jan Goodall as 

relieving Head Teacher Administration during this 

time. I would like to express my appreciation for the 

contributions and leadership of Mr Stephen Smart as 

Relieving Deputy Principal over the past six weeks. Ms 

Tanya Markham has added Head Teacher PDHPE to 

her Sports Coordinator duties in this time and I thank 

her for her positive commitment to the role. Mr Smart 

returns as Head Teacher PDHPE next term. 

I wish your family a safe and enjoyable two week break 

that is completed with ANZAC Day and then School 

Development Day. Students return for Term Two on 

Wednesday 27 April 2016. Our P&C meeting will take 

place on the same evening at 7:30pm in the Bistro and 

all are welcome to join us. Happy holidays! 

 

Mrs Karen Burke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faculty Report – Learning Support 
There is never a dull moment in Learning Support or a 

moment to spare. Without a doubt the start of 2016 

has been incredibly busy for Students, Teachers and 

Teachers Aides in the Learning Support Faculty.  

Students transitioning from Year 6 to Year 7 have 

received significant assistance from Learning Support. 

This has provided students with the necessary support 

structures to enable them to transition smoothly from 

the primary to high school setting. Support comes in 

the form of academic and personal support.  

The Learning Support Centre provides classes, groups 

and individuals with continued support with their 

learning. Break times continue to be an extremely busy 

time with a constant stream of students either 

dropping in for a visit or receiving help and assistance 

with their learning.  

Learning Support works across all KLAs and curriculum 

areas team teaching or taking small groups or 

individuals for short periods of intensive instruction. 

We would like to acknowledge our ever caring and 

committed Teachers Aides: Frances Roberts, Janine 

McKnight, Marie-Claire Kurt, Kerry Bengson and Lidija 

Blazevska who never fail to provide students with 

academic support, a kind word and a lot of 

encouragement.  

The Learning Support Faculty provides support and 

assistance to students who participate in BEP 

(Behaviour Education Program). BEP operates during 

Roll Call. This program in conjunction with the Figtree 

High School Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) 

offers students individual daily monitoring and goal 

setting. The objective of this program is to increase 

students’ academic and social success.  

Applications for students requiring Disability Provisions 

for the 2016 HSC have been submitted to Board of 

Studies. The success of the students’ applications will 

be known within the coming weeks. We would also like 

to thank the Year 9 students who have willingly 

assisted as readers/scribes for Year 12 students 

currently sitting exams. 

A significant milestone has been reached as we 

celebrate the 20th year that The Parents as Tutors 

Reading Program has been operating at FHS. Once a 

week these dedicated and supportive parents and 
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friends of FHS have offered their time to assist a group 

of Year 7 students with individual reading assistance. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our 

volunteers for their commitment and generosity. 

Learning Support has also undertaken the planning and 

implementation of a Student Volunteering Program. 

This program will enable students to participate in a 

variety of activities that will allow them to give back to 

the wider community. The first planned activity will 

involve students assisting elderly community members 

in using and understanding technologies such as, 

tablets computers and phones. 

Sporting News 

Interschools Mountain Bike Championships. 

Well done to Daniel Maris and Jacob Tomic who both 

competed in the Interschools Mountain Bike 

Championships at Thredbo earlier this month. Both 

boys rode extremely well in some tough conditions. 

 

South Coast Hockey 

Congratulations to Samara Miotto, Emily McKinnon 

and Jake Sheppard who have been selected in the 

South Coast Hockey teams. The girls will play at 

Unanderra in May and the boys will play at Pennant 

Hills also in May. Well done to all the students who 

participated in the trials.  

 

South Coast Football 

Congratulations to Pimwadee Polhill who was 

successful in gaining a position in the South Coast Girls 

Football team. This is a highly contested sport and 

Pimwadee demonstrated great skill to be selected. 

Ethan Kambisios was also selected to play in the Boys 

South Coast Football team. 

 Well done to both students.  

 

South Coast Water Polo 

Congratulations to Campbell Fulcher who has been 
selected in the South Coast Boys Water Polo team to 
play later in the year. This is a fantastic achievement as 
water polo is becoming more popular at Figtree HS. 
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Regional Swimming 

We had a fantastic meet at the Regional Swimming on 

the 9th March at Dapto pool. Our school came 2nd 

overall in the region which is a superb effort.  

We had some outstanding results with Jade Gray 

coming 2nd overall, Meg Fox coming 3rd overall, 

Caitlin Smith coming 2nd overall and Jason Vugrek 

coming 3rd overall. 

The following students will be off to CHS State 

Championships in week 11 and we wish them all the 

best. 

 

Jack Rudd, Jason Vugrek, Daniel Gray, Caitlin Smith, Jessica Buffett, 

Meg Fox, Natasha Hynoski, Emily McKinnon (absent from picture), 

Jeremey Jones, Molly McNair, Zali Moore and Jade Gray. 

Stage 4 Mathematics Enrichment Class 

A Mathematics Enrichment class will be created to 

extend our talented Mathematics students in Years 7 

and 8. The class will operate in Terms 2, 3 and 4 of 

2016. Each student will be entering the Australian 

Mathematics Trust Enrichment program which will run 

for 16 weeks and the remaining weeks they will be 

working on challenge questions in a collaborative 

environment. Students will have one scheduled class 

per fortnight with the expectation of completing the 

majority of the work at home. The class will consist of 

up to 8 talented students from both Years 7 and 8. The 

selection of the students will be based on Maths tests 

completed at Figtree High School, NAPLAN results and 

teacher recommendations. Students will be invited to 

join this class based on the three selection criteria and 

will be notified of their place by the end of week 2 in 

Term 2. 

 

School Bus Safety critical incident 

Unfortunately this year there has been two separate 
occasions where students have been injured by a car 
after alighting from their bus on the way home. 
Both students walked in front of the bus and into the 
path of an oncoming vehicle. 
 
Thankfully neither student was seriously injured; 
however the situation could have been much worse. 
  
The road safety message for all students is: 
Wait until the bus has gone and then use a safe place 
to cross the road. 
 
In light of these recent incidents, schools are asked to 
remind and reinforce safe road user behaviours in and 
around buses with their students. 
 
The attached flyer contains key messages and links to 
quality teaching and learning resources for students in 
early stage 1 up to stage 5. 
 
 
Contact your local Department Road Safety Education 
Officer for further support. 
 
For more information visit the Department’s new Road 
Safety Education website  
 

 

 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/road-safety-education/contact-us
https://education.nsw.gov.au/road-safety-education/contact-us
https://education.nsw.gov.au/road-safety-education
https://education.nsw.gov.au/road-safety-education
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Mathematics 

Competition 

Date of competition:  28 July 2016 

 

This competition is open to all 

students in Years 7 to 12. 

 

If your child would like to enter in 

to this competition, it will cost $6. 

This entry fee needs to be paid to 

the office no later than 29 April 

2016. No late entries accepted. No 

refunds given. 
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