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FIGTREE HIGH SCHOOL 

PARENT BULLETIN 
Term 3 Week 10,   16th August, 2015 

Address:  2 Gibsons Road, Figtree NSW 2525 Phone:  02 4271 2787 
Email:  figtree-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au Fax:     02 4271 6626 

Week 10 Beginning Monday 14
th

 September 

16.09.15 - P and C Meeting – 7:30pm 
- HSC Drama Night - Auditorium 
- Year 12 Picnic Day Excursion 
- Year 11 Yearly exams continue 
- Yr 10.4 Health assessment task  
- Yr 7 History assessment task  
- Yr 9.5 Maths Test – Period 3 

17.09.15 - Yr 12 Carwash, BBQ and Graduation 
Rehearsal 

- Parent Reading Program– Period 3 
- Y10 Young Women's Forum  
- Yr 11 Music examinations 
- Yr 9 PASS excursion - ACE Tennis - P4/6  

18.09.15 - Yr 12 Graduation Ceremony 9:30am 
- Autism Class excursion Periods 1-4 

Term 4 Wk 1 Beginning Monday 5
th

 October 

05.10.15 Public Holiday 

06.10.15 - Years 7-11 students return 

07.10.15 -  Fun Run Fundraiser during Sport time 

- Yr 7O & 7M Maths Fun Day Periods 1-3 

- Yr 7 2016 Preliminary Parent and 

Student Information Evening – 6pm 

08.10.15 - Yr 9 English assessment task 

- Young Women’s Forum – Period 1 

- Parent Reading Program – Period 3 

09.10.15 - Yr 10 Geography assessment task 

- Yr 9 English assessment task 

Week 2 Beginning Monday 12
th

 October 

12.10.15 - HSC Examinations start – English Standard 

and English Advanced – Paper 1 at 10:20am 

-  Year 9 PASS Excursion to Bowling 

13.10.15 -  HSC Examinations - English Standard and 

English Advanced – Paper 2 at 9:25am 

-  HSC Examination – Music 1 at 1:55pm 

- Yr 10 Road Safety Excursion - RYDA 

14.10.15 - HSC Examination – IPT at 9:25a 

- HSC Examinations – Society and Culture and 

Engineering Studies at 1:55pm 

15.10.15  HSC Examination – Ancient History at  

9:25am 

-  HSC Examination- Earth and Environmental 

Science at 1:55pm 

- Young Women’s Forum 

-  Yr 10 English assessment task 

-  Parent Reading Program – Period 3 

16.10.15 - HSC Examination – Economics at 9:25am 

- HSC Examinations – PDHPE at 1:55pm 

Principal’s Report 
I look forward to celebrating with Year 12 and 
their families at the Year 12 Graduation 
Ceremony on Friday 18 September.  Best wishes 
to Year 12, who will begin their Higher School 
Certificate Examinations on Monday 12 October. 
The HSC Examinations will conclude on 
Wednesday 4 November.  
 
The HSC Music Evening Showcase was very 
enjoyable and showcased the amazing talents of 
our students. Thank you to Ms Eve Schroder and 
Mr Michael Malouf for the organisation of this 
important event.  
 
The Figtree Community of Schools Year 5 
Enrichment Program Showcase Evening was held 
at Figtree High School. The students showcased 
the outcomes of their 15 week enrichment  
program that was taught by Figtree High School 
teachers.  
 
The students presented a wide variety of skills 
and knowledge. Thank you to Ms Dianne Bartlett 
the coordinating teacher and the teachers at 
Figtree High School and Figtree CoS for their 
dedication to this worthwhile program. 
 
The HSC Drama Night “The Show must go on!” on 
Wednesday 16 September at 7pm in the 
auditorium was a great showcase of the talented 
students in our Year 12 and Year 10 Drama and 
classes. Thankyou to Ms Clark for coordinating 
this event. 
 
Best wishes to all students for a safe and 
enjoyable holiday break. 
 
Thank you 
 
Carol Marshman  
Principal 



Page 2 of 13 

  
Figtree High School’s Core Values 
A Focus on Learning 
Year 12 
Congratulations to our Year 12 students on the 
successful completion of their Higher School 
Certificate courses. There are three weeks until the 
first written HSC examination. Students can use this 
time to engage in home study to revise the course 
content, practise examination style questions and 
seek support from their class teachers. 
 
The BOSTES website has a range of material to assist. 
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/hsc_exams 
Past HSC examination papers, notes from the marking 
centre and marking guidelines can be found on this 
link. 
 
All Year 12 students need to activate their BOSTES 
Students Online account if they haven’t already. 
http://studentsonline.bos.nsw.edu.au/  
This is where their personalised HSC Examination 
timetable and information about examination rules, 
approved equipment and calculators can be found. 
This is also where students will find information about 
accessing their HSC results in December. 

 
 
Year 12 students can continue to see their class 
teachers during their scheduled lesson times during 
the first week of Term 4. If students need assistance 
from their teacher after this week, they can contact 
their teacher by phone at the school or via email to 
arrange an appropriate time to meet. 
 
Students need to ensure that they arrive at school at 
least 20mins prior to the scheduled start time for HSC 
examinations and that they have all of the necessary 
approved equipment, including an approved scientific 
calculator if appropriate. Note that BLACK pen is 
preferred for HSC examinations. Mobile phones are 
NOT allowed in the examination room. 
 

Year 11 Students 
Year 11 students have completed their final 
examinations for their Preliminary HSC Courses. 
During the first 2 weeks of Term 4, students will 
receive feedback from teachers about how they have 
performed in examinations. The final grades for the 
student’s Preliminary Course Record of School 
Achievement (ROSA) will be finalised at the end of 
Week 2 Term 4. 
 
Students will be commencing their Higher School 
Certificate courses in Term 4. As such, during Week 2 
Term 4, Year 11 students who are considering 
dropping one of their courses of study will be able to 
complete an application to discontinue their study of 
the course. This application needs to be signed by a 
parent/carer. This application is assessed by a range 
of staff at the school to ensure that the student will 
still meet the eligibility requirements for an ATAR (if 
appropriate) and the award of an HSC. Students must 
continue to attend the lessons for the course until 
their application to discontinue the course has been 
approved. 
 
Year 11 students are encouraged to familiarise 
themselves with the range of resources on the 
BOSTES website that they can use to support their 
learning and study patterns throughout their HSC 
courses. 
 
Year 7-10 Students 
Term 4 is a busy time with a number of assessment 
tasks issued and due in the first half of the term. 
Students should use a diary (hard copy or electronic) 
to ensure that due dates are recorded. This will help 
students with their organisational skills to ensure that 
their tasks are completed in a timely manner and to 
submit work that reflects their best effort. 
 
N Warning Letters – Year 10 and Year 11 
Students who have been issued with one or more N 
Warning letters in their courses this year need to 
ensure that they complete all work listed on the N 
Warning letter so that they are not placing themselves 
at risk of an N Determination for their Year 10 or Year 
11 Record of School Achievement (ROSA). An N 
determination in a Stage 5 mandatory course will stop 
a student from progressing to Year 11 in 2016. An N 
Determination in a Preliminary course will stop a 
student from progressing onto the HSC course.  
Students with unresolved N warnings should make the 
most of the two week break to ensure that work 
requirements are met. 
 
Ms Ellie Donovan 
Deputy Principal 

http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/hsc_exams
http://studentsonline.bos.nsw.edu.au/
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MATHEMATICS 
It has been a busy term and the holidays are fast 
approaching. Year 11 are in their last stage of 
completing their preliminary course.  
 
As for Year 12 they have just completed 13 years of 
schooling and are now preparing for their final HSC 
exams. It is important for students to use their 
preparation time well and to make sure that they 
establish a good pattern of study leading up to their 
final exams. 
 
I would like to congratulate the following students 
who performed well in the Australian Mathematics 
Competition.  
In Year 7:  Connor Ryan- Proficient 
In Year 8:  Joonyoung Moon-Distinction 
 In Year 9:  Madison Gruevska-Credit 
In Year 11:  Ashleigh Foran-Credit, Giuliana Bertolla-
Credit, Samual Verheyden-Credit, Blayne Sawyer-
Proficient, Myah Howard-Proficient and  Emily Imber-
Proficien 
 
On a special note Joonyoung Moon from Year 8 has 
been participating in the “Mathematics Challenge for 
Young Australians” and I would like to congratulate 
him for achieving a High Distinction in the Junior 
Division. Joonyoung has recently participated in the 
Mathematics Enrichment competition and the 
Mathematics Olympiad (Intermediate section), both 
are yet to be marked. 
 
During Term 2 nine Year 7 students: Ted Dugan, Sarah 
Hubert, Chad Jenkins, Kenneth Kingsle, Reuben 
Livingston, Joshua McKinnon, Ellie Rada, Connor 
Ryan and Aidan Walsh were invited to be in our first 
Mathematics Enrichment class where they have been 
working through 8 challenging problems over a period 
of 12 weeks. They are to be commended on their hard 
work and commitment to this program and we look 
forward to their results in this Enrichment 
competition. 
 
Wishing you all a happy and safe holiday. 
 
Ms Sharon Kachovich 
Head Teacher Mathematics (Relieving)  

 

 
 

P&C NEWS 
The Figtree High School P&C are organising a shopping 

bus trip to raise money for much needed resources. 

 

When:  Saturday 14th November, 2015 

Time:    8am to 5.30pm 

Where:  Wollongong Railway Station 

Morning Tea provided. 

Cost: $50.00 

Get a group of friends together for a fun day out and 

maybe do some Christmas shopping while you’re 

there. 

For bookings and more details, please phone Diane 

Grant or Narelle Jacobsen on 4271 2787. 

Make sure you book early as the bus will fill quickly. 

 

 

SPORT 
Grade Sport Finals  

A big congratulations to all our grade sport teams who 

competed in the finals on the 2nd September 2015.  

This year has seen a very competitive competition so 

it was great to see so many Figtree teams make the 

finals.  All coaches returned after their matches with 

big smiles on their faces.   

 

A special mention to the following teams and coaches 

who won their grand final: 

 Open Girls Basketball coached by Mr Vatovec 

 Senior Girls Oztag coached by Mr Sargent-Wilson 

 Junior Girls Netball coached by Mrs Khan 

 Senior Girls Netball coached by Miss Fernandes 

 Senior Boys Volleyball coached by Mr Poppett 

 Mixed Opens Softball coached by Mr Herbert 

 

This year has seen the start of a new zone initiative.  

We have received plenty of positive feedback.  It is 

great to see so many students from varying schools 

helping out each other both on and off the field.  We 

hope that we receive the same positive approach 

towards grade sport in 2016.   
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  CHS Athletics Championships 

 
Well done to our Athletics team who participated in 

the CHS Athletics Championships from 3rd September 

until the 5th September. All our students participated 

with enthusiasm and great sportsmanship. 

Congratulations to the following students who 

performed extremely well. 

 

Momolu Sirleaf – 3rd in the 100m sprint and 1st in the 

4 x 100m relay team 

 

Jarrod Twigg – 1st in the 110m hurdles and 1st in the 4 

x 100m relay team 

 

 
 

 

Girls 17 yr 4 x 100m  relay team – 6th overall. Team 

members: Olivia Harris, Teghan Barklay, Ally Nelson 

and Taylah Dewhurst. 

 

 
 

Boys 16yr 4 x 100m Relay Team -1st overall. Team 

members: Jarrod Twigg, Momolu Sirleaf, Jayke Wilson 

and Jamal Simmons. 

 
 

NSWCHS Rugby League 
Congratulations to Year 10 student, Zac Lomax, who 

has been selected in the NSWCHS Rugby League 

Development Squad to tour New Zealand in the next 

school holidays. 
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  CHS Netball 
Congratulations to our Netball girls who had a 
fantastic time at the two day State Championship 
Carnival at Berkeley. All girls are to be commended on 
their sportsmanship and enthusiasm. 
 
We are now one of the top 14 teams in the state.  
Thankyou to Ms Fernandes who coached the team. 
 

 

The team players were : Sara Clark, Jade Gray, 
Madison Rauscher, Lauryn Neto, Shae Marum, 
Bryanne Sloot, Kina Suli, Aimee Cunningham, Shaye 
Wilkinson and Zoe Rodgers. 
 
 

CHS Tennis 

Congratulations to Year 12 student Lauren Smileski, 

who was selected as part of the Girls South Coast 

Tennis team. She competed in the NSW State 

tournament at Beaton Park Tennis Centre over 3 days 

from the 8th September until the 10th September. 

Lauren has been an outstanding tennis representative 

for our school and we are very proud of her 

achievements and the high level of representation 

that she has sustained throughout her time at Figtree 

High School. 

 

 

 

 

Stan Jones Tennis 
Congratulations to our Figtree High School Boys 
Tennis team who placed 4th in the Stan Jones State 
Cup finals this week. The only schools to defeat the 
Figtree team were Endeavour Sports High and 
Westfields Sports High. An amazing achievement from 
a wonderful group of young men who displayed great 
 Talent and sportsmanship throughout the 

tournament.  Figtree High School are the 4th best 

tennis school in the state! WOW!! It was a pleasure 

and a privilege to be associated with the team. Special 

mention must go to Year 12 student Jason Bloomfield 

who has been an outstanding and committed tennis 

representative and leader for Figtree High School 

team. 

 
Jason Bloomfield, Finn Noonan, Jayden Smileski and 
Luke Miners 

 

Athletics NSW All Schools Knockout – 

Figtree do it again! 
On Thursday August 20 our Junior (u15) and 

Intermediate (u17) Boys teams competed at this 

highly competitive event at Sydney Olympic Park. 

Schools from across the private and public sector 

were present at the event.  

 

The competition requires schools to enter athletes 

across a number of events with all performances 

accruing points like in a heptathlon or decathlon. The 

winning team is determined by the team with the 

highest points total at the end of the competition.  

 

U15 – minimum of 5 athletes, maximum of 7. The 

team requires 2 athletes to compete in the 100m and 

800m, and a one competitor in 100m Hurdles, Long 

Jump, Javelin and Shot Put. An athlete can only 

compete in 2 events and an athlete must compete in 
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  an individual event to be eligible for the final event 

the 4x200m. 

  

U17 – minimum of 7 athletes, maximum of 9. The 

team requires 2 athletes to compete in the 100m, 

200m and 800m, and a one competitor in 100m 

Hurdles, Long Jump, Javelin, Shot Put and High Jump. 

An athlete can only compete in 3 events and an 

athlete must compete in an individual event to be 

eligible for the final event the Swedish Relay. This 

relay event is conducted in the following order 100m, 

300m, 200m then 400m. 

 

The junior boys (U15) had a solid competition 

finishing 8th out of 11 teams. Barker, Trinity & St 

Alysious rounding out the top 3 positions. Notable 

performances were: 

- Cameron Lodge: 100m 12:42 for 5th , 800m 2:09:56 

for 2nd,  

- Blake Barklay 100m Hurdles 15:56 for 2nd and  

- Jayden Smileski Long Jump 5:24 for 2nd. 

 

The stand out performance of the evening however 

was the Intermediate boys, finishing 2nd out of 14 

teams behind Trinity Grammar which enabled them to 

qualify for the Nationals in Melbourne. This is a great 

performance for a comprehensive state high school, 

especially in the fact that this is the 2nd time Figtree 

High School is going to compete at this incredibly high 

level of athletic competition in the last 3 years. To 

appreciate the achievement further is looking at the 

teams that rounded out the top five. Westfield Sports 

High School 3rd, Knox Grammar 4th and Barker College 

5th.  

 

There were many great individual performances on 

the night;  

- Jarrod Twigg 11:45sec & Momolu Sirleaf 11:46sec 

in the 100m to secure 4th & 5th place. 

- Jarrod Twigg 13:22sec in the 100m Hurdles for 2nd 

and 4th in the Javelin with a throw of 39:81m.  

- Zac Lomax 14:56m for 3rd in the Shot Put,  

- Tyren Maclou 1:70m for equal 3rd in the High Jump 

and  

- Momolu Sirleaf 1st in the Long Jump with an 

outstanding leap of 6:15m.  

 

However the gutsiest performance of the night would 

have to go to Zac Lomax who absolutely buried 

himself in the 300m leg of the relay. After 150m he 

had us in front by a good margin then he had to 

“climb” the stairs for the last 60m to maintain our 

dominate position. He felt firsthand the negative 

effects of lactic acid accumulation and spent the next 

hour recovering. Anyone who can push themself that 

hard has many personal and athletic qualities that 

have to be admired, and it demonstrated just how 

keen the boys were to finish in the top 3 teams and 

qualify for the National championships. 

 

Well done to all the boys who represented Figtree 

High School at this prestigious event. With a very 

special congratulations to Jarrod Twigg, Momolu 

Sirleaf, Jamal Simmons, Zac Lomax, Kayden Hill, 

Cameron Lodge and Tyren Maclou who will represent 

Figtree High School at the national championships in 

Melbourne in December. 

 

A full set of results can be obtained through the 

following link; 

http://www.nswathletics.org.au/Portals/18/Results/2

015/tfmm4results1colcourier.pdf 

 

As you can imagine travelling to Melbourne to 

compete is a costly exercise for the students and their 

families. Any sponsorship that can help the boys 

financially in getting to Melbourne would be greatly 

appreciated. Sponsors so far include Ray White 

Wollongong, Mainteck & Premier Illawarra.  

 

To help with sponsorship please contact the school 

and refer your enquiry to Mrs Markham (who will be 

Head Teacher PDHPE in my absence I am on leave). 

 

Mr Smart 

Head Teacher PDHPE 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.nswathletics.org.au/Portals/18/Results/2015/tfmm4results1colcourier.pdf
http://www.nswathletics.org.au/Portals/18/Results/2015/tfmm4results1colcourier.pdf
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Year 9 and 10  

Rural Fire Service Graduates 
 

Congratulations to our Year 9 and 10 students who 
have been participating in the NSW Rural Fire Service 
Cadet program during their Sport time during 2015.  
The students graduated from the program this week 
and we are very proud of their achievements.  This 
program builds young people’s knowledge and skills 
about being a volunteer with the NSW Rural Fire 
Service. Further details will be published in our Term 4 
Parent Bulletin. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Parent Parking Concerns 
 
The Figtree High School staff car parks are not to be 
used by parents to drop off or pick up students. The 
car park drive ways, including the Figtree Anglican 
Church driveway, should not be used to complete 
three point turns.  At the end of the school day, these 
driveways are extremely busy exit points. Staff car 
parks are not pedestrian access points for parents or 
students. The school has two pedestrian paths on 
Gibsons Rd for this purpose.  
 
We seek the support of our parents to ensure our car 
park spaces are safe for our staff and students to 
ensure they are incident free. The school has a rear 
exit gate that enables students to walk north towards 
O’Briens Road.  
 

COMMUNITY NOTIFICATIONS 

Wollongong City Libraries now has more help for 
students. You can gain help with your assignment or 
resume through a new service called Your Tutor.  Your 
Tutor connects a student to an expert teacher who 
can help with writing and school work. Students either 
connect online for immediate help or upload a draft 
and get feedback returned in less than 24 hours. 
Students can use the service from home or in any of 
Wollongong’s seven libraries.  
 
The service joins students with a fully qualified, 
Australian tutor between 3pm and 10pm on Sundays 
to Fridays. All library members need to do is visit the 
library home page.  
 
Tutoring is available for Years 3 to 12 and for TAFE 
and University undergraduates. The resume service is 
available for anyone! All that is required is a 
Wollongong Library card.  
 
For more information see the library website 
http://www.wollongong.nsw.gov.au/library 
 

 

 

 

http://www.wollongong.nsw.gov.au/library
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