
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

School Events 
Week 2 (B) Beginning Monday 21st July 
21.7.14 - Year 12 Visual Arts Excursion 

  

22.7.14 - Year 9 Links to Learning Program continues 
- Gordon Brothers Music Workshop 

23.7.14 - Taste of TAFE day for Years 10-12 
- Year 10 into  11 2015 Subject Selection 
Information Evening 7pm 

24.7.14 Year 12 Students attending UOW Early Entry 
Information session – Period 1 
- Indigenous Games activities for Year 7 and Sport 
Leaders 

25.7.14 - Year 7 Scripture resumes – 7T, 7N and 7O 
- Years 7/8 Teams – Premiers Debating Challenge 

Week 3 (A) Beginning Monday 28th July  
28.7.14 - Trial HSC commences for Year 12 

- HSC Society and Culture – Personal Interest 
Projects (PIP) due 

30.7.14 - State U14 Boys and Girls FUTSAL 

31.7.14 - State U16 Boys and Girls FUTSAL 

1.8.14 Year 7 Scripture – 7M, 7B and 7E 
- Regional Athletics Championships – AIS Canberra 

Week 4 (B) Beginning Monday 3rd August 
4.8.14 Trial HSC Examinations continue for Year 12 

- Year 11 2015 Subject Selection choices due 
- Year 11 VET – Construction: Work Placement all 
week 

5.8.14 - Southern Stars – Combined Dance Rehearsal 

6.8.14 - Year 9 Ski Trip excursion 

7.8.14 - Year 9 Ski Trip excursion 
- Mathematics Competition – Periods 1 and 2 
- HSC Timber – Major Projects due 
 

8.8.14 - Year 9 Ski Trip excursion 
- Year 7 Scripture 7T, 7N and 7 O 
- Premiers Debating Challenge excursion – Sydney 
University 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Mr Peter Simmonds and Ms Patricia 

Dive who have been selected as the new Year Advisors 

for Year 8. 

Congratulations to our English As A Second Language 

(ESL) teacher Mrs Evia Kyriakou who accepted a 

relieving position for Term 3 as DEC Curriculum Adviser 

at the Warilla Office. Mr Loucas Kyriacou will be 

relieving ESL teacher for Term 3. 

The Year 10 to 11 Selection Evening was very well 

attended by students and their parents/carers. It is 

important that the students think carefully about their 

subject selections and I would encourage parents and 

carers to discuss these choices with their 

sons/daughters. 

The Year 12 Trial Examinations are extremely important 

for the students and I would encourage parents/carers 

to read the examination timetable. This provides you 

with a bigger picture of the schedule that your 

sons/daughters will need to undertake. Adequate study 

preparation and appropriate rest and sleep can provide 

them with a more positive outlook and outcome during 

the exam period. 

A member of the public was very concerned that some 

Figtree High School students are riding to school 

without bike helmets. Can parents please remind their 

sons/daughters that it is very unsafe and illegal to ride a 

bike without helmet protection. 

On Thursday, each Principal or their representative of 

our Community of Schools and three Head Teachers 

attended a training and information course in relation to 

the new School Planning Program. This course will 

provide important information and expert advice on 

developing the School Plan for the 2015-2017 planning 

cycle. Thank you to the NSW Secondary Principal’s 

Council Illawarra and South East for providing this 

professional learning opportunity. 

Just a reminder that the Homework Centre operates 

each Monday afternoon from 3pm-4pm in the library. 

There is voluntary teacher supervision. 

Thank you. 

Carol Marshman 

2 Gibsons Road, Figtree  NSW 2525     Ph: 4271 2787  Fax: 4271 6626 
Email:  figtree-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

The Staff Development Day was very informative and 

productive. The staff completed Module 4 of No Gap No 

Excuse – Aboriginal Education Training and further 

developed a programmed approach to A Learning And 

Response Matrix (ALARM). 

There have been several changes to staff in Term 3. I 

would like to inform you and congratulate Mrs 

Margaret McEwan our Librarian and Year 8 Student 

Advisor who has accepted a promotions position with 

the Department of Education and Communities in the 

Sydney office. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Figtree High School’s Core Values 

Student Attendance 

The strong links between high level student attendance 

and high level academic success have been well researched 

and documented. It was great to see a small number of our 

students achieve 100% attendance at school in Semester 1.  

A special mention should go to Roll Call classes 7.5 and 8.3 

who had the highest number of students achieve 100% 

attendance this semester.  

Year 7 – 15 students       Year 8 – 13 students         

Year 9 – 8 students          Year 10 – 6 students      

Year 11 – 1 student        Year 12 – 1 student 

However, we can work to increase the number of students 

who achieve 100% attendance in Term 3 by ensuring that 

students attend school every day, unless they are sick.  

When a student is away from school for a day, this 

interrupts their continuity of learning, students can miss 

essential information about upcoming assessment tasks 

and also miss learning about concepts that are crucial to 

achieving particular learning outcomes. 

If a student is late to school, this interrupts their learning 

for the day, and also interrupts the teacher and class who 

are midway through a lesson. Students need to arrive at 

school by 8:30am and ensure that they are moving to roll 

call when the warning bell goes at 8:38am. Where possible, 

we ask that parents make appointments for their children 

before or after school hours. Parents should not be 

requesting half day leave for students to attend activities 

such as: part-time work, driving lesson, hair/beauty 

appointments or attend to ‘personal’ matters.  Appropriate 

requests for leave would include attending a medical 

appointment that can NOT be scheduled outside of school 

hours ie. doctor, orthodontist or specialist.  This also 

applies for Wednesday afternoon sport sessions. 

 The Department of Education and Communities mandates 

that students MUST attend and participate in sport, unless 

they are granted an exemption, due to medical reasons.  

Students who are late to school or need to leave school 

early, should see a Deputy Principal before school with a 

note signed by their parent/carer.  Information about the 

reason for leave needs to be clearly stated on the note. If 

your child will require reoccurring leave, please contact the 

Deputy Principal or Year Advisor to discuss this. 

Trial HSC Examinations for Year 12 

  

Our Year 12 students will start their Trial HSC 

Examinations in Week 3 of this term and this is a 

major assessment task for many courses. Students 

should check their FHS HSC Assessment Schedule to 

check on the weighting for of these examinations for 

their HSC Assessment.  Students should also review 

the procedures for any illness/misadventure during 

the examination period and ensure that they follow 

these.  

There are a range of online resources to support 

students with their preparation for these 

examinations. Students should ensure that they are 

taking the advice and feedback from their class 

teachers into this examination period.  The Board of 

Studies, Teaching and Educational Standards (BOSTES) 

website is also an important resource for HSC 

students in their preparation: 

www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/hsc_exams  

This link provides students with: 

- Past HSC examination papers 

- The 2014 HSC Examination timetable, dates 

and events 

- Examination equipment checklist 

- Examination rules and procedures for HSC 

students 

The BOSTES also has the NSW Students Online 

website: http://studentsonline.bos.nsw.edu.au/  

Students can use their student number and pin to 

access their personalised HSC Examination timetable, 

a range of ‘tips and tools’, ‘past papers’ and useful 

links including the ‘glossary’ of key HSC words and 

HSC Exam workbooks. 

The FHS Homework Centre is continuing again this 

term on Monday afternoons from 3:00pm – 4:00pm 

in the Library.  This service is provided to assist 

students to complete any upcoming assessment tasks, 

complete any outstanding work or gain assistance 

with work that they need further support with. 

 
 

 

http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/hsc_exams
http://studentsonline.bos.nsw.edu.au/


 
 
 
  

N Warning Letters – Year 10, 11 and 12 

Students 

A small number of students in Year 10, 11 and 12 have 

received N Warning letters from their class teachers 

because they have not been meeting one or more of the 

requirements of a particular course/s.  In order to 

satisfy the requirements of each course and be eligible 

for a grade for the Record of School Achievement 

(ROSA), or their HSC course mark, students need to; 

- apply themselves with diligence and sustained 

effort 

- follow the course developed by the Board of 

Studies and 

- demonstrate achievement of the course 

outcomes 

If your child has received an N warning letter, your child 

needs to discuss the tasks outlined in the N warning 

letter with their class teacher, complete the tasks and 

submit the work to their class teacher. This is to ensure 

that they are not placing themselves at risk of being 

issued with an N Determination in the course and 

becoming ineligible for a grade on their ROSA or for a 

HSC course mark.   

An N Determination in a Year 10 or 11 course will mean 

that a student can not progress onto further study in 

this course the following year. An N Determination in a 

core subject in Year 10 will mean that the student can 

not progress to Year 11 the following year.  An N 

Determination in a Year 11 course will mean that the 

student is unable to proceed to the HSC course for that 

subject. An N Determination in an HSC course could 

make a student ineligible for the award of a Higher 

School Certificate and/or ineligible to qualify for an 

ATAR. This would depend on the student’s pattern of 

study.   

Figtree High School has a Homework Centre that 

operates in the School Library on Monday afternoons 

from 3:00pm – 4:00pm.  Teachers from the school 

provide assistance to students with class work, 

homework tasks and assignments. Students who have N 

warning letters and need further assistance to complete 

work, can access the Homework Centre for assistance. 

If you have any questions or concerns about N warning  

letters, or the process for an N Determination, please 

contact the relevant Head Teacher or Deputy 

Principal. 

Ellie Donovan 

Deputy Principal 

It’s Curriculum Choices Time ….. 

Year 11 2015 Subject Selection Information Evening 

On Wednesday 23rd July, the Year 10 into Year 11 2015 

Subject Selection Information evening was held in the 

Auditorium.  Students and parents were provided with 

a range of information about the rules and regulations 

for curriculum and patterns of study in Stage 6 for 

Preliminary and HSC courses, and students are given 

the opportunity to participate in a survey to indicate 

the subjects they would like to study in 2015/2016.  

The purpose of this survey is to inform the school in 

developing a curriculum offering that will best meet 

the needs of our students for the 2016 HSC. 

Year 10 students are required to finalise their subject 

selection survey by 9:00am on Monday 4th August.  

Following this, an executive committee at the school 

commence the process of analysing students survey 

results, interviewing a range of students and 

developing the curriculum offerings for Year 11 2015.  

When this process is finalised, Year 10 students will be 

issued with the school’s final curriculum offerings for 

2015. Students will then be required to make their 

final subject selections, based on the curriculum 

structure offered.  

This subject selection process can never meet the 

needs of every student, so it is important for both 

parents and students to be aware that a subject that 

they selected in the initial subject selection survey 

may not have enough student interest to make it into 

the final curriculum offerings for Year 11 2015. 

If you have any questions of concerns about this 

process, please contact Mrs Julie Liddle, Head Teacher 

Secondary Studies (Relieving) or Mr Stephen Smart, 

Deputy Principal (Acting) for Year 10 students. 

 

Ellie Donovan 

Deputy Principal 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Global Enterprise Challenge-2014 

On Saturday, June 15th, ten Figtree HS students met 

early in the morning at the school auditorium to compete 

in the Global Enterprise Challenge. The competition, run 

by the business publication ABW issues a challenge to 

participants, which, in the Asia-Pacific region, was 

broadcast at 9am. The team then had 12 hours to 

develop a business plan, PowerPoint and 3 minute video 

which promotes a business model which best meets the 

challenge. 

The team was led by CEO Bradley Heino, with fellow 

year 12 students Emilee Colbeck, Mitchell Ivaneza, and 

Savannah Reali. They were joined by year 11 students 

Jack Foye, Amy Killian, Ben Kuzman and Jelena Zaric, 

and year 10 students Ashleigh Foran and Matthew 

McGregor. The challenge was to develop a business 

model to promote Family Farming both to potential and 

existing family farmers. The key goal was to develop 

ideas that would lead to sustainable food security in the 

context of a growing population. 

The team developed the idea of a travelling exhibit and 

information centre and complementary phone app which 

would be strategically targeted at agricultural shows 

across the country. The exhibit was housed in a large 

trailer, and contained computer terminals that provided 

information that was customised according to personal 

and geographic details entered by the individual. Naming 

their exhibit The Roots Van, students envisaged the 

significant potential of such a business in promoting 

sustainable food production in the first instance, and later 

as a platform from which suppliers could advertise their 

products and services. 

As always, 12 hours is never enough time, and all of the 

team were still generating new ideas when the clock 

struck 9pm and the submit button was hit. Immediately 

following that moment was the great sense of satisfaction 

that comes from a memorable shared experience and a 

job well done. 

Participation in this year’s challenges continues a 

tradition of many years at Figtree HS. We could not do 

this without the help of two groups within our school 

community. We would like to acknowledge and thank the 

school’s P& C for continuing to fund our entry fee into the 

challenge. 

. We would also like to thank Bill Feld and Steve Bouvet 

for agreeing to donate their time and expertise as judges 

for the event. 

At the time of writing, ABW have only announced the 

winning Australian entry, and alas, it was not Figtree 

HS’s entry. We are awaiting the judge’s final scores and 

written report. We also eagerly anticipate next year’s 

challenge and will look to respond to the judge’s 

recommendations to develop an even more competitive 

entry next year.  

Mr. R Joseph and Mrs C. Ramos 

Supervising teachers 

 

Merit Award System 

Congratulations to the following students who have 

reached Silver or Bronze level in the school’s merit 

system during Term 2.  

Silver:  Yasemin Huseyin (Year 12), Kiralee 

Akhurst, Treza Booth, Amelia Jones, 

Jasmine Lee, Emily Murphy, Tanin 

Rahmani Lasjerdi and Ebony Tasker 

(Year 9).   

Bronze:    Michael Oakman, Jarrod Twigg, 

Olivia Williams (Year 9) and Jarrod 

Buick, Megan Collet and Tiffanie 

Doan (Year 8), Zoe Williams and 

Georgia Sturman (Year 7).  

 

To be considered eligible for Bronze, Silver or Gold 

level on the school’s merit system a student must be 

able to present the required number of merits (Bronze 

15), (Silver 45), (Gold 150). Students must also meet 

the criteria of being cooperative and courteous and 

being prepared to work to the best of their ability at all 

times. 

A Bronze or Silver certificate allows students to 

participate in merit reward excursions and can be a 

valuable addition to a student’s résumé.. 

Students who have the required number of merits are 

encouraged to apply for their Bronze, Silver or Gold 

certificates. They can obtain an application form from 

their Year Adviser or Ms Dive in the Languages 

Staffroom. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

  

 

Ryan Lappin owned the right touchline against 

Goulburn High School 

 

Junior Mushaba’s speed has been a great asset for 

the team. 

 

Robbie Delbanco’s dribbling had everyone 

chasing. 

 

Gold Awards 

Congratulations to Henry Heritage, (Year 12) and Andrew 

Watson (Year 9) who qualified for their Gold Award during 

Term 2. This is the highest award that can be achieved in 

the school’s merit system and means that both students 

have presented 150 merits. These merits provide evidence 

that the student has been working to the best of his ability 

across a range of subjects and that he has been prepared 

to be involved in a range of extra-curricular activities such 

as Expo night, special sporting events and academic 

competitions. Henry and Andrew have been awarded 

Principal’s Awards and Year Advisor’s Awards, another 

demonstration of their consistent work ethic. They have 

clearly shown a commitment to following the school’s 

values of Respect, Safety and Learning through earning 

PBS merits, 100% attendance merits and offering their 

services to the school. These students are excellent role 

models and most deserving recipients of this prestigious 

award. Well done! 

 

Open Boys Soccer 

After defeating Bulli the Figtree High open boy’s 

soccer team hosted Goulburn High School. In a tense 

first half the scores were locked at 1 – 1, until Ryan 

Lappin burst up the left wing to set the score alight in 

Figtree’s favour. The score was only 3 -1 with five 

minutes to go until Goulburn hit the wall, with a final 

scoreline of 6 -1. 

Congratulations to our boys on this victory. We were 

now in the top 16 of the state. Our next match was 

against Turramurra High from northern Sydney. This 

team made the final 8 last year, and so it proved 

again. Figtree matched them in terms of effort, 

teamwork and passing, however, their players were 

able to conjure some great goals and they ran out 

eventual winners 4- 1. 

Great efforts were produced by all, but particularly 

by Adam Bassuni, who was denied a goal when his 

shot hit the crossbar, and Ethan Kambisios, who 

never gave up and produced a remarkable goal line 

save to stop what looked like a certain goal.  

Our next match is against Warilla in the South Coast 

regional final and will be played towards the end of 

term 3.  

 



 
 
 
 

  

 

Ethan Kambisios from year 10 provided great 

depth to our squad and accuracy from his corners. 

 

Back row: Ethan Kambisios, Josh Mears, Jarryd 

Whatman (c), Kevin Anderson, Ryan Lappin, Adam 

Bassuni, Jake Webster,  

Front Row: Daniel Trpevski, Evan Balatsos, Robbie 

Delbanco, Jake Ravnjak, Harry Groeller. 

Absent: Reed Leussink, Junior Mushaba, Liam 

McCoy, Todd Rigby 

 

If you receive an SMS from the school that 

states your child has been marked absent, 

when replying by SMS please leave your 

child’s name, what year they are in and 

reason for the absence. Any questions, 

please phone 4271 2787. 

Thank you 

 

Stage one 

Help Us Win $5,000 to Improve Our School  

At Figtree High School we believe it’s very 

important to encourage our students to lead active 

and healthy lifestyles.  Through our participation in 

the adidas School Fun Run – a healthy alternative 

to the traditional chocolate fundraising drives – we 

have been eligible to enter a program called ‘CUA 

Community Care’ that gives us the chance to win 

$5,000 for a school or community project of our 

choice.    

This program is a community-focused initiative 

from CUA, Australia’s largest customer-owned 

financial institution and our project proposal is to 

refurbish and expand the Coffee Bean Café 

Outdoor dining area adjacent to the school canteen 

by creating a vertical herb garden and mural to 

beautify the area. We hope to increase 

accessibility for all students and to encourage 

sustainable food practices.  

We’re up against 11 other schools in the area to 

take out the $5,000 prize and given the winner will 

be determined by community voting - we need your 

votes! 

Voting is open from 28 July – 24 August 
and you can register your vote online at 
www.cuacommunitycare.com.au and in 
CUA’s Figtree branch located at Shop 31, 
Westfield Shopping Centre,19 Princes Hwy 
in Figtree. 
 
 

Each person can make one online and one in-

branch vote.  So, please give us your support and 

help us win $5,000 to improve our school 

Mrs Smith and Mrs Markham 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cuacommunitycare.com.au/


 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 

  



 
 
 

 

  



 
 
 

 

 

  



 
 
 

  



 
 
 



 
 
 

 

  



 
 
 



 
 
 

 

  



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


